REAL HELP FOR
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John O'Groats Brewery expands its operation thanks to
support from the North Highland Regeneration Fund
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John O’Groats Brewery has been transformed
from “a hobby to a professional business”
thanks to the support of the North Highland
Regeneration Fund.

In 2015, three brewing enthusiasts Allan
Farquhar, Simon Cottam and John Mainprize
joined forces with local hotelier Andrew
Mowat to establish the brewery.

Dedicated to local produce, the team use
fresh, unspoilt highland water when brewing
their growing selection of beers, ensuring
every bottle is crafted in the village of its
origin.
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Recognising the business’ potential for
growth, in 2019 the team approached NHRF
for support and advice. By November of that
year the brewery received funding from
NHREF, helping to expand operations into The
Last House, the oldest building in John
O’Groats.

Head Brewer John Mainprize said: “Without
the funding from NHRF we couldn't have
taken on the lease of The Last House which
has been the most impactful aspect of our
expansion.

“It also enabled us to expand our workforce,
taking on two permanent and two full time
employed staff in addition to myself.”

To honour John O’Groats, the history of its
buildings and the characters who shaped the
community, the brewery launched an
audio-visual tour of The Last House.

Simon Cottam, Director said: “We are all very
grateful for the opportunities that continue to
come from this move.

“The Last House has taken us from a hobby to
a professional business.

“Our tour is very popular with visitors to the
area and it’s great for the team to shine a light
on this unique part of Scotland.

“NHRF has always been there for advice and
additional training such as marketing
workshops, which have given us food for
thought about new ways to attract visitors
from across the country.”
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Assistance is available through North Highland Regeneration Fund which is managed by
Caithness Chamber of Commerce and funded by the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority.




